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On the Narration of Human Nature in Special Times from Special Views

—— A comparison of the narrative arts between Old China and The Tin Drum

HAN  Lu-hua
(College of Liberal, Xi’an University of Arch. & Tech., Xi’an 710055, China)
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Abstract: Though written by different novelists in different times and different countries, there are a lot in
common between two novels, Old China and The Tin Drum. Starting from special views of narrative characters
and based on the analysis of nation roots, these two novels both narrate lives in special times and reflect deeply
the times involved. Their writing bears the features of specialty, super-realism and narration of profane and daily
lives. They both direct their themes towards profound enquiries for human nature. Meanwhile, due to their
differences in culture and artistic qualities, the two novels embody their respective features of artistic narrations.
In the writing of narrator’s passive witness and life restoration, Old China puts more stresses on the narration that
social life dispels individual life, hence the charm of Chinese classical narration. The Tin Drum adopts the writing
style of narrator’s positive observation and unabashed individuality and emphasizes the narration that social life
and times are contained in individual life. The comparison helps readers see more clearly the establishment of
narrative Chinization of contemporary literature and the construction of contemporary narration of world
literature.

Key words: Old China, The Tin Drum; alien life; special view; narration of human nature
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