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An cultural interpretation of the Architectural Name

of X1’an Second Funeral Home
CHANG Zhan-ren
(Institute of Architectural Design and Research of XAUAT, Xi’an Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xi’an 710055, China)

Abstract: Xi’an Second Funeral Home was completed and put into use on December 26, 2010, but the central
building of the mourning hall with the surrounding landscape buildings remain unnamed because there are no
ideal names in the collection. According to the designer of this project, it is advisable to take in priority the
designing concept, the local culture and the Chinese traditional culture reflected in the architecture. There are old
sayings from the ancient great Chinese thinkers: “They served the dead as they would have served them alive.” or
“ Parents, when alive, should be served according to propriety, when dead, they should be buried according to
propriety and they should be sacrificed to according to propriety.” or “ Let there be a careful attention to perform
the funeral rites to parents, and let them be followed when long gone with the ceremonies of sacrifice— then the
virtue of the people will resume its proper excellence”. All of these just reflect the idea that “virtue” is the root,
foundation and the soul of Chinese nation. People coming from the nature will go back to the nature, so when
naming the architecture, it is necessary for us to combine its spiritual meaning with the natural thing, rendering the
name with the philosophy of returning to its original simplicity and achieving the “unification of nature and man”.
Key words: take virtue as essence; unification of nature and man; funeral architecture
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