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A Study on the Priciples of Chinese Traditional Garden
from the Perspective of Time Designing

YAN Yi-bing', TIAN Chao-yang’, CHEN Jing-jing’

(1. College of Architectural Engineering, Zhengzhou University of Industrial Technology, Xinzheng
451100,China;2.College of Forestry,Henan agricultural University, Zhengzhou 450002,China)

Abstract:From the perspective of time designing, this paper analyses the overall space configurations of 35
existing Chinese traditional gardens or scenes. Five principles have been classified and iconified, like the complex
shape, the center water, the buildings at the corner, the pool with island, and the compound routing. The statistical
result shows that the principle of complex shape is employed in 100 % of the investigated gardens; that of center
water in 80 % gardens; the building at the corner in 86 % ones; a pool with island in 54 % gardens, and the
compound routing can be seen in 100 % of gardens, too. The findings demonstrate that these five principles and
models exist widely in Chinese traditional gardens and can be taken as the operational paradigm for the heritage
of Chinese garden.

Key words:Chinese traditional garden; time designing; the overall space configuration; the study on the principles
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