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“Virtue” and “Evil” in Nativist Writing
——A case study of Homeland by Lu Xun and Border Town by Shen Congwen

LIU Rong
(School of Chinese Literature,Shannxi Normal University, Xi’an 700100, China)

Abstract: With his spicy and cold writing, Lu Xun outlines Chinese “evil” national traits in the old days of China.
“Sorrow for misfortune, blame for no struggle” becomes the general idea to write his novels. However, under his
pen to criticize the “evil”, Homeland existing as a special native literature presents us Lu Xun’s tender emotion
given to the native Chinese and native China. With a dissimilar writing and a clear and fresh narration, Shen
Congwen attempts to show the virtue and beauty of native Chinese in Border Town, where a pure and tranquil way
of life is found, in order to present the perfect human nature. Based on the re-reading of the text, the paper
believes that varying in aesthetic and narrative strategy, two writers not only offer a common spirit vision to
expect eagerly the human nature of virtue and beauty, namely the nationality, in Chinese people , but also create
positively a spiritual home for Chinese people.

Key words: nationality; Homeland; native complex; Border town; the spiritual home
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