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On the Landscape Painting Elements of Freehand
Brushwork Embodied in the Art of Colored Carvings

A case study of the colored carvings of the drama

of the Three Kingdoms, the mural decoration of Bozhou Gorgeous Dramatic Stage
DU Qiang, MEI Jin-li
(Department of Art, Bozhou University, Bozhou 236800, China)

Abstract: Among the few ancient traditional dramatic stages that survive in China, the mural colored carvings of
Bozhou Gorgeous Dramatic Stage is unique due to its absorption of landscape painting elements of freehand
brushwork. As the classic representative to fuse the freehand landscape painting into the colored carving art in
traditional buildings, the dramatic stage embodies the regional culture and aesthetic concept of Bozhou in the
early Qing Dynasty. Firstly, there are similarities and differences between the freehand landscape painting and
woodcarving art in such aspects as culture, connotation, material and space. Secondly, the landscape painting
elements of freehand brushwork in the mural colored carving of The Three Kingdoms is reflected in such cases of
painting layout, image colors, art language, the decorative image and so on. The Three Kingdoms mural colored
carvings, serving as a successful example to fuse the freechand landscape painting into colored carvings, provide
the design mode for our national architecture, which is to be internalized into our cultural consciousness, the
theoretical basis for the research of colored carvings in traditional architecture and the creation of mural color
carvings of modern dramas.

Key words: landscape painting of freehand brushwork; Bozhou Gorgeous Dramatic Stage; mural colored carvins;
painting layout; color of five elements; art language
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