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A Study on the Approach to Declare Traditional Villages as World Cultural Heritage

——A case study of Asian traditional villages in the UNESCO world heritage list
LIU Zhi-hong' ,LEE Jong-kuk’
(1. Vocational and Technical Teachers College , Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541004 , China;
2. School of Architecture, Keimyung University, Daegu 704-701. Republic of Korea)

Abstract ; Analyzing comparatively the approaches to declare Asian traditional villages as the world cultural herit-
age, this paper expounds the differences and similarities in their selection status of the history and culture, the her-
itage value of the village and the protection system of village heritage . Based on the analysis of the status quo of
these traditional villages, it also discusses the various approaches of different countries in detail and the cultural
features of the traditional villages in these countries as well. Finally, with the case study of the Asian region, the
paper proposes a scientific and practicable evaluation method to declare traditional villages as world cultural herit-
age. The feasibility of its method system is introduced to provide reference for other traditional villages in the future
declaration of world cultural heritage.

Key words : traditional villages; world cultural heritage; criteria list; declaration method; comparative analysis
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