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A New View on the Free Marriage Tragedy in the Period of May 4th Movement

PENG Peng
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract ; Under the guidance of the enlightenment spirit of May 4th Movement, the young generation were sudden-
ly awaken from the silence depression for long. They began to advocate the self-selecting marriage and the free
love, for which they fought against the feudal ethics. However, after May 4th Movement emerged some novels about
the stories that the lovers finally got married through the struggle but the marriage ended in tragedy. One of the rea-
sons is that there are conflicts of old and new ideas and mistakes related to the gender gap among the young men
and women. Besides, the tragic ending of free marriage is also doomed with the development lag of social conditions
and the limitations of the times.

Key words:the free marriage in the period of the May 4th movement; the second thought; Chinese Nora; the
“durance of spouse”
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