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Right and Wrong if styled as “ Country Folk”

——A study of Shen Cong-wen’s identity

GUO Da-zhang
(College of Liberal Arts, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract ;: Shen Congwen styled himself as a “country folk” in his whole life, though he was born in a noble family
of the small town, Fenghuang of western Hunan. His writing has profound meaning and the idea of nationality re-
construction which is contrary to the identification of his own. Shen Congwen is no country folk in the traditional
sense, because this kind of self-professing implies the inferiority complex of Shen Congwen coming from the remote
rural area and he cherishes mostly his personal value criterion hereby. Therefore, apart from the distinct Ethic
meaning and modern consciousness, Shen Congwen’s identity is enriched with multiple meanings of “intellectual” ,
“urbanite” and “country folk” as well.
Key words:Shen Cong-wen; country folk; identity; connotation
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