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A Multi-functional Study on English Adjuncts

GUI Yong-xia

(Guangdong Female Vocational and Poly-technical School Guangzhou 511450 China)

Abstract: Based on the functional grammar, the categories of English adjuncts fall into circumstantial
adjunct, modal adjunct and conjunctive adjunct, which are correspond respectively to the three meta-
functions like the ideational metafunction, interpersonal metafunction, and textural metafunction.
The differences lie in functions between the adjuncts and the complements. Since the three adjuncts
take their unmarked places in the clause, each of them functions differently and the meaning of the
adjuncts varies owing to their different places in a clause. With the discussion of the cline between the
three categories of adjuncts, the paper comes to the conclusion that an adjunct from a certain category
may realize two or more metafunctions in the text and adjuncts are of multi-functions.
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, : now, then, so
far, occasionally, again, often, always ;
, , { : globally, abroad, above, below ;
» ( : warmly, professionally, carefully
) by )
; ) “by whom” s
, o (Residue ),
(adjunct)
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M T 88 (three metafuctions)

adverb ( ), conjunctions ( )s
. . H (
adv  conj)
adjunct( )
(function ),
“adverbial ( )”
(component ). ad-
junct( ) (function),
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(mood adjuncts)

(comment adjuncts ) . Thom-
as Bloor and Meriel Bloor ™™ ,
) . : 1) (polari-
ty ). (modality) )
:not, yes, no, so; (probability): prob-

ably, possibly, certainly, perhaps, maybe ;
(usuality ): usually, sometimes, always,

never, ever, seldom, rarely ; (readi-

ness): willingly, readily, gladly, certainly, easi-
ly (obligation): definitely, absolutely,
possibly, at all costs, by all means . 2)

, . (time): al-

ready, once, soon,  iust (typicality )p
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occasionally, generally, regularly, mainly, for
. 3) )

(obviousness): of course, surely,

the most part

obviously, clearly; (intensity): just, sim-

ply, merely, only, even, actually, really, in

fact; (degree ): quite, almost, nearly,

scarcely, hardly, absolutely, totally, utterly,

: 118283
entirely, completely'" .

, ,

(opinion): in my opinion, personally, to my
mind; (admission):frankly, to be honest, to tell
you the truth; (persuasion); honestly, really,
believe me, seriously; (entreaty): please, kind-
(presumption): evidently, apparently, no

(desirability ): (un) fortu-

ly;
doubt presumably;
nately, to my delight/ distress; regrettably, hopeful-
(reservation); at first, tentatively, provi-
(validation );
broadly, speaking, in general, on the whole, strictly

ly;
sionally, looking back on it;
speaking, in principle; (evaluation): (un)wise-
ly, understandably, mistakenly, foolishly; (pre-

diction): to my surprise, surprisingly, as expected,

by chance. ( [1]149.
(Mood),
3. (conjunctive adjuncts)
, (con-
junction) s

(1) For instance, the vagus nerves slow

down the rate of heartbeat, while the accelerator

. . [ 54
nerves increase it .

(1

For instance

()

(D

. For instance

b

: that is, in other

words, for instance; . or rather, at

least, to be precise; :in any case, any-
way, leaving that aside; : briefly, to
sum up; inclusions : actually, in fact;
at a matter of fact; . and, also, moreo-
ver in addition, besides; :but, on the
other hand, however, conversely; .in-
stead, alternatively; : meanwhile, be-
fore that, later on, next, soon, finally;

: likewise, in the same ways; : there-
fore, for this reason, as a result; with this in

:in that case, under the circum-

de-

mind;
stances, otherwise; :nevertheless,
spite that; :in this respect, as far as

) [1149
that s concerned .
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(2) Helen Kissed Henry on the plat-

form'¥°.

(3) She put the books on the platform'®°.

(2>, (3 on, the plat-
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(4) She sent the Parcel to Beijing.

(5) She took the book out of the box.

(6) George left Guangzhou for Shanghai.
4)—©) 3)

(7) He stayed at home.

(8) My sister lives next door.

7, (®)
D at home (8) next
door ) ) ,
. “stayed” “lives”
, ( )
He My sister , “at

home” “next door” ) “

7 ; stayed  lives
) ) ,
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a. Unfortunately, the doctor hasnt left the
address.

b. The doctor, unfortunately, hasnt left
the address.

c. The doctor, hasnt unfortunately, left
the address.

d. The doctor, hasn t left the address, un-

fortunately.

a ’

(10)

a. Always they don t open before ten.
b. They always don t open before ten.
c. They don t always open before ten.

d. They don t open before ten always.

“always”
, ,

?2 b : always “

They” “ dont”
a b ) ,
“always” (

) a “always”,

“always” . b

“they” .
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c b . c
“always” (
). “always not” “never”;  “not al-
2 « . b

ways sometimes” . d
13 ”»
, “always
1o ) “always”

M. adjuncts (IR &) 8 & =
(cline) 5% T &t 10 WL &

o

(cline)t?*

(gradation) o ,

, certainly , certainly

not ) probably, possi-
bly, conceivably perhaps, maybe,

indisputably,, without doubt, imaginably, surely

[3]125
b b

. : certainly, always ;
probably, usually; possibly, sometimes.

o

(11)The night before Easter Sunday, 1920,

Otto Loewis an A ustrian physiologist, awoke in
the night with an idea which he jotted down on a

tiny slip of paper and then went back to sleep.

When he awoke again at about six, he remem-

bered that he had written down something of the
greatest importances but he could not decipher
his own crawl. The next night, at three a. m.,
the idea returned. It was a way of determining
whether there is any chemical substance in-
volved in nerve transmission'””.
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gradation, cline, .

usually, some-

times, for a while ,
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