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The Kinship Variation in Rural China

——A study of the convention of visiting relatives in rural families

LI Jie-ran

(Northwest University, Xi'an 712100, China)

Abstract: The kinship, one of the most important social relationship and resources in Chinese society,
is closely relevant to everyone, and bears various social functions. In the era of transformation, the
traditional pattern and scope of kinship have been changing greatly in the trend of industrialization,
urbanization and other accompanying social changes, which may affect all aspects of people’s lives,
thus the existence and function of the kinship and the niche of people living varying accordingly. The
knowledge of the variations as they are contributes to our understanding of China today, especially of
the rural issues and the rural kinship in the transformation to a certain degree. This paper takes the
investigation of visiting relatives in China’s rural families as the pointcut and argues that this conven-

tion is a bridge connecting relatives, which reflects a pattern of the kinship in one respect. With the
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case study of visiting relatives of some families in a village, the paper explores people’s different atti-

tudes towards the kinship, the strength of the relationship among relatives, the function of the kin-

ship as a social resources, etc. Based on Giddens’s sociological theory as an interpretive framework

and research perspective, it also analyzes the social foundation of the kinship variation and people’s

option to maintain the kinship in order to predict the orientation of China’s rural kinship in the future.
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