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Abstract ;. Based on the corpus, the paper studies the diction of Juyan Xin Jian (the newly-discovered

wooden scripts of Han Dynasty at Juyan). It finds out that because of the non-standardized diction a

word may have several different written characters, hence the use of homonyms. At the same time,

there is no one-to-one correspondence between the character and the word so that the practical diction

in Han Dynasty is greatly different from what we can read in the books handed down from then on.

The paper reveals that by means of applying traditional Chinese characters or simplified Chinese char-

acters and alternating the phonetic complement or the semantic complement, the Chinese characters at

that time developed to better preserve the ideography of written Chinese and unify a new form both

phonetically and semantically.
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