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On the Two Ideas of Freedom and the Inner

Harmony in Light of Political Participation
——A review of Benjamin Constant’s The Liberty of

Ancients Compared with that of Moderns

ZHU Ping

(Huaqiao University,Quanzhou 362021, China)

Abstract; Classifying freedom as “the liberty of the Ancients” which is a participatory, liberty, and
“the liberty of the Moderns” in which direct participation would be limited, Benjamin Constant tried
to integrate two ideas organically in that he believed there is immanent tension between so that neither
of them can’t be ignored. In light of citizens’ involvement in political affairs and the construction of
the representative system proposed by Constant, the paper argues that the function of citizen’s politi-
cal involvement in its relationship with two ideas of freedom should not be neglected. It is believed
that expanding citizen’s orderly political participation might as well improve the inner harmony be-
tween two liberties.
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