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A Research on Fetus’ Civil Subject Status

Based on The Institutes of Justinian

WENG Qiang, ZHU Ming-qian

(Nanjing University of Finance and Economics, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Fetus’ civil subject status is the hotspot of academic research in China in recent years. In
fact, in ancient Rome, the legislation of The Institutes of Justinian involved the issue of fetus’ civil
subject status to protect its rights, which created a list of legislation mode of protectionist and had the
fetus enjoy civil subject status in certain civil rights. It is far earlier than Germany Civil Code. Given
that The Inheritance Law of the People’s Republic of China is inadequate to fully protect the fetus’
inheritance rights, it is necessary to take the legislation mode of fetus’ inheritance of The Institutes o f
Justinian for reference.
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