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The Enlightenment of the Non- rationality in Wang Yangming’s
Philosophy of Mind on the Ethic Education

XUE Li-li

(Shaanxi University of Chinese Medicine, Xianyang 712046, China)

Abstract: In the traditional ethic education and modern formalized ethic education, the Neo-confucianism
occupies a very important position with its emphasis on rational supremacy, that is, the one-way shaping of
rationalism for individuals. As a result, the rationality becomes more and more alien, coercive and forceful. In
the premise of not ignoring the rationality, Wang Yangming’s philosophy of mind gives the important status and
attention to the non-rational factors. Implemented in the ethic education, non-rationality is one of the effective
ways to realize the moral validity, which to some extent provides the enlightenment for the ethic education.
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