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The Historical Evolution and Institutional Logic of Chinese
Local Government Function Reformation from the
Perspective of Central-Local Governments Relationship
QIAN Hai-ting

(Human Resources Department ,Xi’an University of Finance and Economics, Xi’an, 541000, China)

Abstract: In the history of Chinese development and reform, the function of local government has experienced
profound changes, which forcefully drove the reform and modernization of China. In such a process, Chinese
local government has formed developmentalist orientation, been bold in institutional innovation, and developed
the characteristics of ‘the achievement guidance’and competition between local governments. In the current
institutional structure, central-local governments relationship shapes the function of local government. By
improving the legal and institutional level of central-local governments relationship, propelling accountability of
local government and completing central government’s governance to local government, the function of Chinese
local governments could be effectively promoted and better serves national development.

Key Words: Local government;Function reformation; Central-local governments relationship; Modernization
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