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On the Ballad Characteristics of Hardy’s Poem A Trampwoman’s Tragedy
CHEN Zhen

(Foreign Language Institute, Qinghai Nationalities University, Xining 810000, China)

Abstract: By imitating ballad art style, Hardy created plenty of ballad poems among which 4 Trampwoman's
Tragedy is known as the best. The poem contains a variety of ballad characteristics such as the theme, the
character, the language, the plot, the rhythm, the form, and other techniques, which makes the work excessively
legendary and dramatic with a heavy Gothic atmosphere. The conspicuous ballad style of the poem signifies an
inner-faceted intertextuality between the poem and the ballad.

Key words: A Trampwoman's Tragedy, ballad characteristics; artistic imitation
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