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An Imaginary Folk Space
——On the folk narrative in Mo Yan's Sandalwood Death

DU Li-hua

(College of Humanities, Huagiao University, Quanzhou 362000, China)

Abstract:In his novel Sandalwood Death, Mo Yan constructs a narrative in an imaginary folk space and thus
returns back to the “homeland” from an “alien land”. During the course, Mo Yan consciously gives up magic
realism to localize the folk narrative. Critics of Mo Yan give high praise to this transition for his creation of novels
in the folk standpoint and his return to the in-and-for-itself and aesthetic folk narration. According to the textural
reading and the diversified critical discourse, it is evident that though Mo Yan tries to break away from the
convention in his writing of folk style, there are still the ambiguities in the folk tendency and the unthoroughness
in folk standpoint.

Key words:folk image; return; folk standpoint; unthoroughness
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