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The Contradictoriness of Female Consciousness in Kate Chopin’s Works
LI Xin-mei 1, ZHANG Su-guo2

(1. School for Candidates to Study Overseas, Xi’an International Studies University, Xi’an 710061, China;
2. Department of General Studies, Xi’an International Studies University, Xi’an 710128, China)

Abstract: Due to her bold writing of female consciousness awakening, American writer Kate Chopin is widely
acknowledged as a pioneer in the 19th century feminist movement. However, by analyzing the fates and endings
of the female protagonists in her short stories, the paper finds that Chopin’s works are full of contradictoriness in
terms of feminist consciousness, for the heroines often fluctuate between the awakening consciousness and the
traditional assumptions, thus a total difference between their choices of fate and their final destinies. The
contradictoriness is fully explored based on the close analyses of three heroine types in her seven short stories,
Desirée s Baby, Athénaise, The Storm and so on: the one who dies in the end, the one who once awakens but
eventually returns to traditional marriage and the one who has experienced an extramarital life or is ready to do so.
Such a mentality is a natural product of the family origin, the unique personality, the feminist thoughts and the
writing habits of the writer. In addition, some of her works, which have been considered as writings in progress
ever since, are even embedded with racial discrimination and paternalism.

Key words: Kate Chopin; female consciousness; contradictoriness
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