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A Multidimensional Analysis of the Contemporary Value of
Marcuse’ s View on Happiness

LIU Chun-Xing
(School of Philosophy, Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot 010000, China)

Abstract : Being deeply aware of the great disadvantage of contemporary capitalist society, Marcuse relentlessly crit-
icizes the “happiness consciousness” disguised under the cover of technical rationality, and also the affirmative cul-
ture by exposing its illusoriness and confusability profoundly. According to Marcuse, human beings qua human be-
ings should get out of the one dimensional thinking and look at the problem in a critical eye so as to eliminate the
affirmative culture and create a non — affirmative one. Furthermore he points out that the happiness comes from the
emancipation of eros, which sets up an organic connection between human instincts and rationality with a view of
non — repressive civilization. Unfortunately Marcuse didn’t seem to realize that people’ s unhappiness stems from
the technology of industrial society and the rationality based on the capitalist system, and his description of the aes-
thetic dimension for people to go to liberation and final happiness is nothing but a utopian fantasy. In the time when
the instrumental reason is superior to the value rationality, Marcuse’s criticism of the capital society, his thinking
of happiness and his critical consciousness are of great contemporary value

Key words : happiness; affirmative culture; eros; contemporary value
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