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The Conflicts and Resolution of the Instrumental Rationality and the

Value Rationality in State Governance Modernization

ZHOU En-yi ,WANG Shu-yan
(School of Marxism, Xi’an Univ. of Arch. and Tech. , Xi’an 710055, China)

Abstract: The third plenary session of 18th CPC Central Committee requires that we should deepen the reform com-
prehensively and advance the modernization in the state governance system and governance capability, which is the
objective to construct the modernization on the instrumental level put forward by CPC and the government, and also
the rational value orientation of both the Party and the government during the social transformation. In today’s
world, one of the most significant propositions is the state governance. The relationship between government, socie-
ty and market is the key of the state governance system. It is necessary for us to give a full play of the whole system
function of the state governance system and the governance capability. With the development of industrial society,
however, the modern theory and practice of the state governance has presented some discrepancy in the course of
modernization. The instrumental rationality peruses the maximization of interests and effect of governance, takes the
rationality and science as the guideline and advocates the tools worship and technicism for survive. On the contrary,
the value rationality takes the public interests as the core, emphasizing the fairness of governance, the purity of mo-
tivation and the correctness of method. In the administration practice, the instrumental rationality tends to restrict
the functioning of the value rationality. Therefore, during the process of comprehensively deepening the reform and
advancing the modernization of the state governance system and governance capability, we should also regard the
value rationality as the guarantee of governance modernization, even if giving priority to the instrumental rationality.
It is important to resolve the conflicts between them when advancing the modernization of the state governance sys-
tem and governance capability in every field and in each dimension.

Key words : state governance modernization; tool worship; value rationality ; conflict and resolution
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