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A Study on the Protection and Utilization of Vernacular Architecture Heritage

LAl Zhen-min
(School of Cultural Heritage, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, China)

Abstract : The vernacular architecture, a non renewable cultural heritage, witnesses Chinese agricultural civilization
of thousands of years. The article elaborates the vernacular architecture about its concept, dating, heritage value,
protection and utilization and other issues. Located in the countryside and closely associated with the regional cul-
ture, the vernacular architecture is the traditional architectural heritage reflecting Chinese farming civilization,
which should be dated according to the mutual verification of written data and real building objects. As for the value
evaluation of the vernacular architecture, an all-round consideration should be taken in its historical , artistic, sci-
entific, social and ecological values. The protection of the vernacular architecture, which is comprehensive, dy-
namic and organic, should be classified and participated with villagers. The utilization should be based on the
premise which is favorable to protection, and the residential function of this type of buildings should be continued
partially. At the same time, it is necessary for the vernacular architecture to play a positive role in improving the
living standards of villagers, inheriting traditional culture and realizing the overall revitalization of the countryside.
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