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The Emotional Involvement in Decision-making and the
Development of Bounded Rationality

——A perspective of neuroeconomics
QING Zhi-qiong
(School of Business, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract ; The existence of emotions is evidence of human bounded rationality. From the perspective of neuroeco-
nomics, this paper explores the emotional mechanism of human decision-making to illustrate how human beings
solve the scarcity of mental resources with emotions. It is believed that emotion is one of the most important mecha-
nisms for human beings to develop the bounded rationality. When involved in decision-making, the emotional
mechanism is based on such principles as the priority of emotional information-processing, the emotional informa-
tion-simplification, and the emotional decision-making reference. Emotions influence the information processing by
affecting or determining the preference and mind of decision-makers, and also the decision-makings through zoo-
ming in and out of the weights of information if making decisions so that the emotion shortcut triggers decision-mak-
ings in the way of simplifying information and bypassing information. The decision-making can be optimized accord-
ing to emotions as a clue and reference and the heuristic strategy in making decisions.

Key words :emotion; bounded rationality ; decision-making; scarcity of mental resources
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