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On the Phenomenon of Lacking Reading and Reception among

the Subaltern Groups as Readers

QIU Ting
(School of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610068, China)

Abstract; All along, the bottom literature has been paying little attention to the discussion of the subaltern groups
as readers, hence the phenomenon of lacking reading and reception among them. Although the subaltern groups are
chiefly the creation object by which the bottom literature exists, they have no ability to express themselves, nor to
read the relative literary works. Studying the lack of reading and reception from the aspects such as the material
condition, the education level and the reading psychology of the subaltern groups, the paper finds that the main
causes are the low economic level, and the inability of text reading of these people, and the absence of reader’ s
horizon of expectation. Concretely, the low economic level means that the subaltern groups have no cultural purcha-
sing power, and the lack of text reading ability means that they have none of the most basic elements as readers.
Besides, the nonexistence of readers’ horizon of expectation means that even if they have the above two abilities,
few of them can get psychological resonance from the bottom literature full of deliberate miseries. However, the so-
lution to the lack of reading and reception among the subaltern groups as readers depends on both the literary crea-
tion and the subaltern itself. In terms of literary creation, it is necessary to bring down literature to the bottom and
create bottom-level literary works that are really receptive and appreciative for the subaltern in accordance with his-
tory. As far as the subaltern is concerned, the strategies should be adopted to get rid of the bottom concept to help
them break away from bottom life and eliminate the subaltern groups. Only if the subaltern groups no longer suffer
in society will the bottom literature complete its significance in publication.

Key words : bottom literature ; bottom readers; reception aesthetics
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