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On the Capitalist Community from the Perspective of Political Economy

MEI Xiao-guang
(School of Marxism, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract; With the gradual disintegration of the pre-capitalist “natural community” and the development of labor
division and commodity exchange emerged the capitalist community, a more advanced form of human union, on the
basis of capitalist production relations. Although the capitalist community is unreal, it has achieved world domina-
tion in economic globalization led by capitalism and also brought the contradiction between special interests and
common interests to all parts of the world. The capitalist community has two sides. On the one hand, it has brought
a certain positive contribution to the development of the world; on the other hand, the huge contradiction splitting
the special interests and common interests has caused itself to fall into self-denial, and afterwards it will inevitably
be taken by a higher level community. Granted that “a real community” is the logical end of community develop-
ment, the capitalist community shows a historical trend of direct evolution toward “a community with shared future
for mankind” at the current level of productivity.

Key words: political economy; capitalist community; economic globalization; community with a shared future
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