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On the Repeated Narrative Features of Yu Hua’ s Novels

Taking Being Alive and Chronicle of a Blood Merchant as examples

SUN Ya-nan
(School of Marxism, University of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract : Repetition is an inexhaustible source of vitality for Yu Hua’ s writing. Having turned back gorgeously in
the 1990’ s Yu Hua is committed to highlight his tender tone and return to traditional narrative in writing. He cre-
ates a profound humanistic concern and a sense of compassion in the context of life or death. Being Alive and
Chronicle of a Blood Merchant are his classic works after the change of his writing style. There are quite a lot of re-
petitive narrative features in two novels, which are mainly embodied in the repetition of theme, discourse, plot,
scene, event sequence and images. The unique artistic charm is to handle complexity by simplicity. He develops
the personality of the novel character to build a typical image, blends music with literature to enhance the appeal ,
and creates a sense of beauty to reduce the effect of tragedy. Analyzing the expression, the characteristics and the
artistic charm of “repetitive narrative” in the text would make for the development of repetitive narrative research on
Yu Hua’ s novels.

Key words: Yu Hua; repeated narrative; Being Alive; suffering; vitality
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