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On the Local Narrative of Jia Pingwa from the Perspective of Cultural Poetics

——A case study of Shanben

LIU Xiu-zhe
(College of Literature, Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract : Since ancient times, there has been a saying of “intertextuality between literature and history”. Taking a
dialectical look at both “the historicity of text” and “the textuality of history” would fill literature with historical
and cultural factors, and also enrich historical culture by the poetic and pictorial splendor of literature. Therefore,
considering literature in the context of culture endows the text with a unique artistic charm, on which Jia Pingwa’ s
Shanben is based. Narrating in the form of unofficial accounts, the author describes the love and hatred, the life
and death, and the poverty and success of ordinary people in the Qinling Mountains, and the birds and beasts and
the ghosts and monsters living here. In the life-like local narrative, we have seen multiple and heavy cultural phe-
nomena; in the philosophical local writing, we have realized the concern for life and human nature ; behind the out-
standing local narrative, there is a deep cultural connotation and poetic value.

Key words: cultural poetics; Jia Pingwa; native narrative; Shanben
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On the Poetic Thought of Men Shi Xin Hua by Chen Shan

HE Ze-tang
( College of Humanities and Law, South China Agricultural University, Guang Zhou 510642 , China)

Abstract ; There are two hundred articles in Men Shi Xin Hua written by Chen Shan, seventy of which are relevant
to the writer’ s view of poetics. As for his opinion of poems, Chen Shan particularly admires Tao Yuanming and Du
Fu, whose poems are thought to be artistically charming, stylistically elegant, and totally natural with few marks of
excessive modifiers. In the creation theory, Chen Shan emphasizes conception innovation in an eclectic way, while
approving the creation based on quoting the words of ancients with definite origins. In the creation method, Chen
Shan pays attention to the method of using new words to express ideas written before and believes that it is not nec-
essary to stick to the writing techniques of ancients, but to develop a new way that is unique in one’ s own style.
He proposes that poetry and prose should be carefully tempered without any trace of carving in the manner of plan-
ning the text distribution, constructing a complicated and logical plot, identifying the theme at the end of the arti-
cle, making deliberate revisions and so on. Stylistically, mutual learning should be encouraged between poems and
writings to present a state that " poems and proses are inter-promoting" , that is, there is text in the poem and there
is poem in the text. On appreciation, he advocates each to air one’ s view freely instead of being too subjective,
disparaging one another and understanding poetry rigidly. These points of view will provide inspiration and precious
reference for later scholars to study poetic commentaries in the Song Dynasty.

Key words:Men Shi Xin Hua ; elegant literary style ; excellent artistic charm; use new words to express ideas

written before
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