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On the Classical Interpretation of Zhu Xi’ s Neo-Confucianism

——A case study of “tolerating and concealing between kinfolks” in The Analects of Confucius
WEI Zi-gin, HUANG Xi
(School of Marxism, Southwest University of Political Science & Law, Chongqing 401120, China)

Abstract ; Since the founding, Confucian philosophy and culture have been containing ways to develop classical in-
terpretations. The Analects of Confucius is a reservoir of Confucian interpretation that scholars in the Han and Song
Dynasties debated a lot. Different from other scholars, Zhu Xi not only draws lessons from the Han and Song Dy-
nasties and also develops the new through critical assimilation of the old. The paper tries to find out Zhu Xi’ s
method of classical interpretation by studying his explanation of “tolerating and concealing between kinfolks ” in
The Analects of Confucius. By emphasizing both textual research and argumentation simultaneously and experiencing
cultural blending in life, Zhu Xi succeeds in correcting errors in interpretations of the Han and Song Dynasties. A-
chieving the aim to refute the teachings of Buddhism and Taoism and affirming the basic viewpoints of Confucian-
ism, Zhu Xi internalizes the Neo-Confucianism proposition of “heavenly principles” and “human feelings” into the
pre-Qin classics by returning them into the Neo-Confucianist topic “human nature and heavenly way”. The thor-
ough integration and comprehensive understanding of the knowledge of life (achieving oneself) and the life of learn-
ing (achieving external things) would manifest the vitality of Confucian culture.

Key words : classical interpretation; Zhu Xi; Han Studies; Song Studies; tolerating and concealing between kin-
folks
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