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The Poetic Narrative of Mo Yan’ s Novels and Contemporary

Poetic Novels

HAO Li-jiao
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China)

Abstract : The definition of “poetic feature” is different in ancient and modern academic circles home and abroad.
Derived from poetic category, the concept of “modern poetic feature” can be used to explore the poetic narrative of
Mo Yan’s novels. His novels demonstrate fully the connotation of “modern poetic feature” in the aspects of charac-
terization, artistic conception creation, classical narrative, modern techniques and so on. Poetic novels are an im-
portant spectrum of modern and contemporary Chinese literature. Mo Yan’ s poetic novels continue the notion of the
poetic novel and develop it on this basis. The combination of lyricism with narrative, folk nature with superiority,
Chinese classical aesthetic consciousness with modern critical consciousness forms a unique poetic character mixing
sublime and absurdism. By studying the relation of the poetic narrative of Mo Yan’ s novels and the contemporary po-
etic novels, the paper finds that Mo Yan’ s novels enrich and reconstruct the connotation of “poetic feature” with the
complicated and chaotic poetics and open up a broader space for the development of contemporary poetic novels.

Key words: poetic feature; Mo Yan; poetic novels; characterization; creation of artistic concept; classical narra-

tive ; modernistic techniques
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