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An Analysis on the Architectural Art of “Liuhe Shantang” Quadrangle Dwellings
in Lanzhou, Gansu Section of the “Silk Road”

SONG Wen-liang' , LI Yan-jun’
(1. School of Fine Art and Design, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China;
2. College of Art and Design, Shaanxi University of Science and Technology, Xi’ an 710021, China)

Abstract ; Gansu is the place that the ancient Silk Road must pass, and there are many vernacular dwellings of the
Ming and Qing Dynasties that have witnessed the historic, economic and cultural changes of the ancient Silk Road.
As a strategic town on the Silk Road, Lanzhou is an ancient city with a high-density of traditional quadrangle dwell-
ings. These traditional quadrangles not only embody the spatial and regional characteristics of northwest China but
also the architectural form of courtyard houses in the central part of Gansu. They are the influence of local folk cul-
ture on architecture and the externalization of residents’ spiritual connotation in architecture. They are typical rep-
resentatives of local residential architectural art, and reflect the urban appearance of Lanzhou, an important node
city on the“Silk Road” at that time. Therefore, taking the quadrangle dwellings of Liuhe Shantang as an example,
this paper gets to know the rise and fall history of the Liu family, the original owners of the courtyard and then ana-
lyzes its characteristics of its shape, structure and decoration based on field investigation, with the view to providing
reference for the study of the dwellings of Shaanxi Confucian businessmen and the architectural features of tradition-
al houses in Lanzhou and Longzhong.

Key words:Silk Road; Lanzhou quadrangle dwellings; Liuhe Shantang; architectural form and structure; decora-

tive art
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