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Clan culture and Non-agricultural Employment of Rural Laborers

———The micro data based on CFPS

FANG Wei-jing, JIA Jing
(School of Economics, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: As a distinct traditional culture in China, clan culture enhances the cohesion and unity of the ethnic
groups, and profoundly affects the behavior and activities of family members. Based on China Family Panel Studies
(CFPS), this article explores the influence of clan culture on the non-agricultural employment for rural laborers in
China. The results show that clan culture significantly increases the probability of non-agricultural employment of
rural labors, and this conclusion is robust. Moreover, the instrumental variable method is used to resolve the possi-
ble endogenous issues, which once again confirms the conclusions of this article. In addition, the heterogeneity a-
nalysis indicates that the influence of clan culture on the non-agricultural employment for rural laborers varies across
different groups of ages, family income levels and regions. Further mechanistic analysis deduces a conclusion that
the clan mainly improves the probability of non-agricultural employment of rural laborers by two means of developing
the quality of rural labor and promoting social relations.

Key words: clan culture; non-agricultural employment; quality level; social relations
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