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Literary Language: from Fiction to Social Action

SUN Ning
(School of Humanities , Shaanxi University of Technology , Hanzhong 723000 , China)

Abstract ; Traditional literary theory holds that literature describes the world and expresses the emotion by fictionali-
zing social events with linguistic symbols, hence it has virtual references. The speech act theory, represented by
Austin and Searle, believes that speech is doing things, and that literary language is performatory and a kind of so-
cial action. Literary language not only describes events, but also participates in social action through fictional e-
vents that interact with literary programs, stipulations, conventions, repetition mechanisms, readers, etc. It has a
strong practical orientation due to its creation of new meaning references. The paper takes the theory of speech act
as the breakthrough point, digs deeply the new characteristics of literary language, explores the performativity and
the internal operating mechanism of literary language, and restore the close relationship between language and sub-
ject behavior, which have certain enlightenment significance for re-examining the relationship between language and
the world and re-understanding the internal attributes of literary language and the social function of literature.

Key words:literary language ; speech act; performatory; fiction; social action
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