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The Comment on Wang Yangming s
“Nothing Exists beyond the Mind”

DONG Chun

(Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: With the thought of “Nothing exists beyond the mind”, one of the basic propositions of
Yangming theory, Wang Yangming managed to correct the concept of “seeking natural law in the
physical world” in Cheng- Zhu s Neo Confucianism. In the thought, the perception of the mind is less
important than the mind of morality and virtue. Thereby anything relevant to the very mind is not -
solated from human bodies; rather, it is a matter that is related to human beings. The aim of the
thought “Nothing exists beyond the mind” is to internalize something outside human beings meta-
physically into human minds through a cultivate process of “ completing oneself thus completing oth-
ers”, so that the consciousness will be highlighted, which, onthe other hand, will lead his theory to
the natural humanity.
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