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The Evaluation of Ancient Villages and

the Sustainable Development

—From the perspective of the new rural construction

QI Jia-hua, SUN Jing

(Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xi'an 710055, China)

Abstract: The ancient villages are widely distributed in China. The dual identity as both the settle-
ments and the historical relics makes them of not only the value-in-use, but also the cultural signifi-
cance. In the process of the new rural construction, the ancient villages should no doubt keep the pace
with the times. Unlike the construction of most villeges, the fundamental value of the ancient village
lies in the historical information they are carrying. Accordingly, it is very important to determine the
cultural connotation of the ancient village and sum up the experience in constructing the harmony be-

tween man and nature, the wonderful human relations, and the distinctive dwelling environment,
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which as a whole is the foundation for the ancient village to survive in the long run. Therefore the
conversion of ancient villages into new ones involves both the exterior and interior repairmen, the
preservation of the dominant buildings and decoration of the subsidiary components, and a long-term
perspective without any instant benefit. With a foresight view of development, the ancient village will
be more attractive to build up their own cultural capital and achieve the sustainable development.
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