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The Development of Tibetan Temple’s Plane Form

NIN Ting-ting \WAMG Yong-ping

(Nanjing University of Technology,Nanjing 210009, China)

Abstract: With a range of cases, this paper discusses the plane form of Tibetan Buddhism temples.
The architecture development of Tibetan temples has passed three stages: the embryonic, the develo-
ping and the mature. The first stage, the period of Tubo Dynasty when Buddhism was introduced into
Tibet from Tang Dynasty and Nepal, witnessed the growth of temples from nothing . Influenced by
the architectural culture of developed regions with Buddhist culture such as Tang Dynasty, India and
Nepal, the temple’s plane form was an imitation of Indian temples. The developing stage began in the
first 400—500 years of the second diffusion of Tibetan Buddhism. With the integration of the Bud-
dhist culture and the Tibetan culture, Tibetan Buddhist temples gradually established their own pro-
totype, hence the forms like the antechamber with the back halls or the antechamber with the side
halls. As the Gelupa gained momentum, temples got into a fixed form and the three-section plane and

the antechamber with the back halls prevailed
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