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On the Idea of the Heaven and Man in Book of Poetry

CHU Zhao-wen

(Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xi'an 710055, China)

Abstract: The idea of the Heaven and Man, a motif of Chinese culture, pervades almost every aspect
of Chinese national spirit and national consciousness, and the hymns and odes of Book of Poetry is
imbued with this idea poetically. Deriving from the concept that the Heaven creates everything on
earth, our ancestors came up with the thought that fostering human beings, the Heaven is figured as
the physical manifestation of life (God), thus embodying the highest moral and ethic norms (namely
the heavenly way ). Now that the monarchy, as the son of God, engages in the same pursuit as the
heaven, he is obliged to comply with the moral norms in the way of conforming to the mandate of
Heaven and protecting his subjects (namely the kingly way). If the monarchy violates the norm, he
will be overthrown. Such engagement in the same pursuit is concepturized on the basis of the realistic
sufferings and idealistic politics of our ancestors. This poetic idea not only apotheosizes the Heaven
but also dominate the monarchy. As a result, the idealism is achieved in the virtual reality.
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