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A Literary Ethical Interpretation of The Grass is Singing

MA Yun—xia, CHEN Zhan

(Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract: The Grass is Singing is Doris Lessing’s first novel. In this novel, she describes the misera-
ble life of white women living in South Africa in a patriarchal society. This paper attempts to apply
literary ethical criticism to interpret the novel in order to display the ethics between men and society,
men and men, men and nature, from which we can probe into the factors resulting in the
protagonist’s tragic life. Through the close analysis, we can also feel Lessing’s hope for the establish-
ment of a harmonious world based on the mutual sincerity and care. Besides, the movie also displays
Lessing’s humanitarian values.
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