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A Comparative Study of Three Dynasties’ Architecture Based
on “Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival”

CHEN Lu, ZHANG Qing, DAI Jian

(Beijing University of Technology. Beijing 100124, China)

Abstract: Having been copied and imitated into a series of realistic paintings, “Riverside Scene at
Qingming Festival” is the capstone of the genre paintings in Song Dynasty and reflects directly not
only the scenery of the time in which the artist lived and also the message of architecture and con-
struction. By comparing three selections of “Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival”, including the
Song Dynasty’s version by Zhang Ze-duan, the Ming Dynasty’s version by Qiu Ying and Qing
Dynasty’s version by the Royal Painting Academy, this paper analyzes the six major building types in
those paintings, such as gatehouses, temples, bureaucrats’ mansions, urban residential houses,
shops ,arch bridges ect. , and studies the construction of each type with the vertical comparison. Ac-
cording to the results of comparative study, the paper expounds the development and evolution of ar-
chitecture in dynasties of Song, Ming and Qing.
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