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The Censors’ Activities and the Literary Atmosphere

during the Reign of Li Lingpu

——The part three of the study of censors and literature in Tang Dynasty

HUO Zhi-jun

(Tianshui Normal Institute, Tianshui 741000, China)

Abstract: During the reign of Li Lingpu a lot of admonishing officials and censors were persecuted,
which led to a devastation of the highest supervising body and a ghastly terrible atmosphere in the po-
litically alienated literature. The consequence impacting the literature of the glorious Tang Dynasty is
that a main force of literary creators was gone as numbers of writers were slaughtered, and everyone
was so terrified that the righteous stayed quite for self-protection without saying anything frankly.
The bright and enchant poetry of the early Tang Dynasty disappeared, while poems with the sounds
of helpless and sorrow prevailed. Being down and out, scholars would turn to criticizing the dark real-
ity instead of expecting the imperial glory, and a trend of realism in poetry took the dominant position

in the poetic circle during the period of Tianbao. The men of letters were so resentful and discontent-
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ed with the corrupted imperial government that they poured all the depression and frustration they
were subjected to in the life into the poetry writing, thus resulting in a generation of literature. It is
believed that the reign of Li Lingpu is not only a political activity, but an event in the history of literature.

Key words: Tang dynasty; admonishing of ficial ; censors; literary atmosphere
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