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Withered Spirit, Illusive Dream

—On the disillusion of American dream

ZONG Wen-ming

(Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xi'an 710055, China)

Abstract: American dream, as a kind of national ideal, should have been powerful and vigorous; how-
ever, Fitzgerald declared its disillusion in The Great Gatsby. The broken dream is a natural outcome
of the withering collective spiritual life of the American society, which deprived the dream of necessa-
ry room and support. Besides, a dream is destined to break if it fails to penetrate through and cast a-
way the illusive elements and if it has lost its spiritual significance.
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