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Reflection upon “Alienation in Labour” and “People Foremost”
——A review of Marx’s Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844

YANG Wen-ji

(Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an 710062, China)

Abstract: The reason why both Soviet Union and China were involved in the argument about Econom-
ic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 a series of notes written by Karl Marx, was that rather
than reading the book from the angle of industrialization and modernization, researchers tended to un-
derstand the nootbooks in the way of class struggle, and render it antagonistic to Lenin’s Materialism
and Empirio-—criticism and Stalin’s Dialectical Materialism and Historical Materialism , Section II of

the Fourth Chapter of History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), Short
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Course. Consequently, the notebooks have been taken as a premature writing with less scientific value
and realistic significance for long. As a matter of fact, more can be read in the notebooks from the
perspective of the capitalist mode of industrialization and modernization. Marx reveals the develop-
ment of human society in terms of the change of production mode. In the capitalist mode of moderni-
zation, labour, capital and land are taken as the elements of productivity and the realization of produc-
tion relations, hence the trinity formula: capital — profit (profit of enterprise plus interest), land —
ground-rent, labour — wages, in the way of which bourgeoisies have the capital and the land property
appreciating, while the wage gained by working is not adequate to sustain the re-production of the
workforce. The richer the bourgeoisies are, the poorer the workers. The extreme disparity between
the rich and the poor resulted in labour movements leading the proletariat to fight against bourgeoi-
sies. The paper argues that it is critical to study the situation of workers and the alienation in labour
for the purpose of avoiding the economic phenomenon of alienated laour, regarding workers as the so-
cial subjects instead of things, and adhering to the thought of “people foremost”. It is worthwhile to
study profoundly and unequivocally this fundamental principle of Marxism.
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