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Mill’s Democratic Thought: the Elite Confronts
and Guides the Public

YAN Fei-fei'*?

(1. Jilin University ,Changchun 130012, China;
2. Northeast Forestry University, Haerbin 150040, China)

Abstract: In the history of democratic theory, there are a lot of controversies about Mill’s thoughts.
The Participatory Democracy theorists insist that Mill stresses the positive significance of citizen’s
participation, while the Elitism Democratic theorists insist that Mill emphasizes the significance of the
elite in the political courses by recommending popular vote system. The latter interpretation of Mill’s
thought contributes to the construction of its own theory, and the selective exploration of Mill’s theo-
retical resources is inevitably lopsided which fails to grasp the thrust of Mill’s democratic ideas. In
fact, Mill’s idea about democracy has its consistent theme: under the background that the democracy
is to take the lead in the social developing trend and that the electorate force is expected to be
strengthened, it is vital to emphasis the role of the elite as representatives to resist the power of the
dominant public, and lead the democratic development with the view to cultivating the virtue of citi-
zens and improving the quality of democracy.
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