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The Preservation and Development of Ancient

Villages In the New Rural Construction

——Taking Shaan’xi as the example

Ql Jiahua, ZHENG Ye-mei

(Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xi'an 710055, China)

Abstract: As the cultural artifact in use, ancient villages in China are the valuable relics with a long-

term agricultural civilization and a plenty of historical and cultural information. Under the current

new rural construction, it is urgent and arduous for the ancient village how to keep step with the

times, obtain sustainable development motivation, and make win-win achievements both in preserva-

tion and development. There are two main principles in the preservation and development of ancient

villages, which are “maintaining as it is” and “renewing organically”. The former one can keep the

heritage property of the ancient village, while the latter can help it to gain development impetus. By
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integrating both of them, ancient villages would find a way different from others. In developing pro-
duction, the orientation should be “old” and the thoughts demand “new”. Firstly in pursuing a well-
to-do life the balance should be stroke between the tradition and the modern times. Also in saving the
local custom and civilization, account should be taken into the cultivation of clanship and practical
spirit. Additionally in building a clean and tidy village, much attention should be paid to the historical
attribute. Above all in practicing the democratic management, more humanized interests should be re-
flected particularly in the humanistic management.

Key words: new rural construction ; ancient village; preservation and development
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