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An Analysis of the Artistic Style on Shen Congwen’s Novellas and
Short Stories By Reading Vegetable Garden

WANG Kui-jun

(Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: As an important and prolific writer in the history of modern Chinese literary, Shen Cong-
wen made great achievements in novels and proses especially in his novellas and short stories. As one
work in his maturation period, Vegetable Garden fully reflects his artistic style in short story: a lyri-
cal description of the environment, the approapriate use of symbolism, a concise depiction with words
(the iceberg style), and the calm narration of the story. Based on the critical study of Vegetable Gar-
den, together with other short stories, the paper specifically analyzes the artistic style in his short
stories to appreciate the artistic charm better.
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