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A Pilgrimage of Life and Art. Towards Byzantium
——On the theme of eternity in W. B. Yeats’ poetry

XIAO Fu-ping

(Xihua University, Chengdu 610039, China)

Abstract: As one of the centers of the oriental thoughts and culture, Byzantium attracted W. B.
Yeats mostly in his old age, and enabled him to write the famous poems Byzantium and Sailing to
Byzantium. In the eye of the poet, Byzantium reveals the reality and the long history with the revela-
tion and the bless of eternal soul. It not only represents the everlasting changes of the physical world
but also leads the poet in his way of eternal art and life. The images created in Byzantium and Sail-
ing to Byzantium testify his notion of “historical cycle” and “eternal art and soul”, which is also pre-
ceding the recovery of Irish culture and art. His poetry calls for the hope brought out by the sacred
flames and the returning journey to an eternal world. The poet has overcome the fear of death and ob-
tains the eternal existence in his art journey and eternal image.
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