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The Analysis of Theme-Rheme Structure and English Teaching

LEI Tao, LI Wen-lan

(Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xi'an 710055, China)

Abstract; With the influence of Functional Grammar, the study of the cohesion of theme and rheme

can be applied in teaching English reading. The cohesion in the linguistic structure and the coherence

in the discourse structure offer the reader a venation of the discourse organization. Thus, the organi-

zation of theme and rheme is an essential way to achieve cohesion and coherence in a discourse, and as

well a good way to guide the teaching of reading. It is beneficial for students to grasp the structure

clues of the discourse development, thus improving their reading abilities.
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“The theme is the starting-point for the mes-
sage; it is the ground from which the clause is
taking off.”, Thompson? 1 & # . “ The
theme is the first constituent of the clause.”
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(1) ICEA42) || painted the house last week
(& 4).
(2) Last week (E4%) || I painted the house
(3£ 42).
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(3D William (E£4%) | | lost his keys yester-
day (i 45).
(4) The girl of dark hair (E42) || is my
sister (R AL),
(5)O0n the wall (E4%) || there was a mirror
(& 42).
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(6)But (BB R %) he(Z %R %) || was
lucky.

() Certainly(ANTFR 4 ) he || was lucky.
(8)But (3& % w2~ certainly(ANFR R 4 ) he
)Sk 5 || was lucky.

BIER G yes, no, oh, well,
EECHE S 478 and yet, so, even, however ¢
“EERY R 437 LA M therefore, in other words, so
far 2“7 N PR L3 A2 45 : certainly . sure-
ly, unfortunately, generally speaking 2“1 & Ji%;
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(9) Well but then (& % & %) Ann surely

now

wouldn’t (NTRMR ) the best idea (2% w4 | |

be to join the group PH179
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(10) That they don’t know how to cook ( £
42) || isa big problem GGE4L).

(D1 f winter comes, (E£4L) || can spring
be far behind (& AL) 9

(12)I1f it is fine tomorrow, ( £4L) | | we
will go shopping (EAL).
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(A3))We(FA42) | | Like the song GEAL).

(14) The teachers and students from Bei-
jing University ( £4%) | | are having a party
now (B AL).

(15)Who will take up the post ( £ 4x) | |
must be decided today (GEAL).
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(16) Have you ( £41) | | heard from Mary
R ) ?

(17)Did the man( F4%) | |tell you the truth
(iEAL)?

(18)Can I(£A4L) || help you (KAL) 7
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Have(F i) | | you heard from Mary recently?
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(ADOWhy (£42) | | are you so nervous (i&

recently (i
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(200 How often (£4%) | | do they go to the
cinema (A& 4L) 7

(2D A fter the disaster  ( £ 45/ #738) | |
where shall we go GEAL)?
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(22)Go(E42) || for a walk, Tina(i&4x).

(23)Let’s(EAL) || go back home (£ L),

24) First (EAL/ B A4738) | | catch your fish
(i 42) )
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(25) How wonder ful ( £4%) | | we won the
game (RAL) !

(26)What a nice day (EA4L) | | we've spent
(i 47) !
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. How interesting! Congratulations! Sure!
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