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The Research on the Thought Evolution of
China’s Urban Space Creation

YEI Peng., ZHAO Ping

(Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract; China’s urban space creation falls into five stages according to the thought evolution of space crea-
tion. Before 1859, the classical period, the dominant thought was derived from the traditional Chinese ritual
system. During the years of 1859 to 1949, the traditional Chinese “Li” thought was integrated with the newly
introduced Western construction ideas. The third period goes from 1949 to 1979, when Chinese urban space
creation was completely under the government authority. From 1979 to 2009, the market economy took a
role to steer the creation of urban space. Since then, China’s urban space creation comes into a new period
with the identification of multiple cultures and values.
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