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A Study of the Development of UK ’s Green Architecture

LAN Kun, LI Qi-ming

(Xi'an Univ. of Arch. & Tech., Xi’an 710055, China)

Abstract: As one of the earliest countries which experienced the advert impact of industrial civiliza-
tion, UK takes the lead to explore the building energy conservation and the green architecture theo-
retically and practically. The UK green architecture, originating from the nature-driven concept in
18th century and the “Green Spirit” in middle 19th century, undergoes three periods: the theoretical
formation from 1960s to 1970s, the exploratory practice in late 20th century, and the initial develop-
ment in 21st century. What we can go by in the study is the UK’s experience of concepturizing firmly an i
dea of sustainable development, establishing comprehensively a set of policy and regulations for the building
energy conservation and the green architecture, attaching importance to the research of construction technolo-
gy and public involvement, and encouraging a way of life with low carbon emission.
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