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Approaching the Past

——The poetic wisdom in Possession

JIANG Xian-ping

(Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: Possession is a romance full of poetic wisdom. In this novelistic text A. S. Byatt constructs
a poetic space and builds a poetic dialogue between the past and the present by tracing a poetic histo-
ry. Byatt displays the faith in narrative’s capacity to reassemble the past, yet partially, which has to
be fulfilled by means of poetic wisdom.
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