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The Cultural Difference between Chinese and English Idioms
and the Teaching Strategy of Chinese Idioms in TCFL
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Abstract: During the process of inter-cultural communication, the cultural difference is an important
factor which obstructs communication. Language is the carrier of culture and therefore reflects cul-
ture. In addition, as the essence of language, idioms are considered as the representative of cultural
differences. This paper discusses six cultural differences which influence the formation of Chinese and
English idioms, and the teaching strategy Chinese idioms. The cultural approach in idioms teaching
enables international students to fully understand the cultural differences and therefore improve their
ability of inter-cultural communication.
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