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An Investigation of Undergraduates’ Metaphorical

Awareness of English Idioms
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Abstract: Metaphorical awareness has a positive influence on learning English vocabulary. Based on a
criterion of Lynn Grant’s spoken idiom lists, the present investigation tries to make a research on how
Chinese undergraduates use the English metaphorical idioms, and finds out the most frequently used
idioms by a corpus search. Then the questionnaire research was conducted to assess Chinese
undergraduates’ understanding of these frequently used idioms and evaluate their metaphorical aware-
ness. The result indicates that Chinese EFL learners’ metaphorical awareness could be promoted by
using the idioms they are familiar with.
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1 Grant
Idiom Frequency Idiom Frequency
break the ice 6 on the horizon 8
have/keep in mind 5 have/play a part/role 103
make a difference 10 on and off/off and on 1
on the other hand 339 keep/be on track 3
be/keep in touch with 5 ivory tower 24
take into account 5 at stake 2
in long/short run/term 16 fall in love 8
hit home 1 come to mind 10
take steps 21 in a nutshell 7
in light of 1 come into play 1
have sth on mind 3 on target 3
up in the air 6 keep/be on track 3
in the eyes of/in eyes 6 in the wake of 1
keep an eye on 7 get to the point 3
in the works 2 in the line with 2
chicken and egg question 3 get/have hands on 1
litmus test 1 make up one’s mind 46
on the same page 2 have a say/voice in 7
split hairs 2 bits and pieces 2
on(the right) track 3 on target 3
take sth at face value 1 go off on a tangent 1
wake up 16 thumbs up 2
ring a bell 1 knee-jerk 1
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